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THE 
CHRISTMAS TALE, 
; RO = A POETICAL 

ADDRESS an» REMONSTRANCE 
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YOUNG MINISTR Y. 


Ros. I think their inhibition comes by the means of the late innovation. Nay, 
their endeavour keeps in the wonted pace : But there is, Sir, an aiery of children, little 
eyaſes, that cry out on the top of the queſtion, and are moſt tyrannically clapp'd for't : 
— Theſe are now the faſhion. 

5 . Hau. What, are they children? Who maintains em? How are they eſcorted 
If their means are no better, their writers do 'em wrong, to make them exclaim a- 
{ gainſt their own ſucceſſion. 
Ros. Faith, there has been much to do on both ſides ; and the nation holds it 
no fin to tarre them on to controverſy : There was, for a while, no money bid for ar- 
gument, unleſs they went to cuffs in the queſtion, 
Hau. Is it poſſible? | 
GuiL. O, there has been much throwing about of brains, 
Hau. Do the boys carry it away? | 
Ros. Ay, that they do ; Hercules and his load too. | | * 
HAu. It is not very ſtrange, — for my uncle is King. : 
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CHRISTMAS T 


M OST potent, grave, and reverend Juniors, lend 


Your ears to this true Chriſtmas-tale, I ſend ;— 


I firſt, I only, though 'tis orthodox, 

Send you my freedom in this Chriſtmas: box. 
My noble at this poor tribute hear, 
Young as you are, of this ſti] younger year; 
Receive theſe honeſt, /o uncourtly lays, 


(Nothing that's courtly's honeſt in theſe days.) 
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e 
Let not your fires the curling "I lift, 
To make a poor TN! HOP" of my gift. 
In vain would ye thus ſacrifice my lyre, 
If not condemn'd to univerſal fire: 
Like Banquo ſlain, twould haunt you in the ſtreets, 
I not, like Banquo, puſh you from your ſeats. 


Lyres are, like fiddles, by ſome blows befriended, 


Strive not to make my little credit leſs, 

In vain they perſecute, who can't ſuppreſs. 

If in theſe folds 5 latent laurel lie; . ä 
At leaſt they'll make ſome noiſe before a 5 

So qhall their aſhes ſeek no ſilent urn, 5 

At leaſt they will be heard lore they burn ; 

As Wilkes's poetry, and Wilkes's name, 


Would never have aſcended—but by flame. 
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Doth, Phoenix-like, from its own athes riſe, 


„With the ſet phraſe of verſe by fiction dreſt, 
- 6 Yet hear; my noble and approv'd good maſters, 


40 A plain unvarniſh'd tale of dire diſaſters ; | | 


+ Hair-breadth eſcapes, of Indus, and the Ganges ! 
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As many a ſtrain, that by the hangman dies, 


And ne' er were known, but from its obſequies. 
My ſong, I truſt, is worthy thoſe I ſing, 
To give to them as good as they ſhall bring. 


% Rude though I am in ſpeech, and little bleſt 


„Of moving accidents, mirac'lous changes, 


© By thoſe their former bounty fed, torfiken.” 


«© Of adverſe nobles, a whole hoſtile court, 


«© Save only one poor prince's ſmall ſupport ; 
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« Of king's meog.,—under falſe colours fighting ; 
Intrigues in bed-chambers, and letter- writing. 
« Letters de cachet, royal letters 3 
„ Not, as all royal letters ſhould 3 


Of hidden enemies, from unknown parts, 
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The baleful ſecret influence of black arts. 
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% That's meant at large, by dealing with the devil.” 
Lo ! in return for many years of blunders, 

Annus it. year of wonders 1 

Alike amaz'd where-&er we turn our eyes, 
Bchold—tis London ſtrew'd with 1 3 

E'en at St. James's te alarm "TAY 

Quick to the India Houſe the rumour ran ; 

One gen'ral ferment rages, from Pall-mall, 


Through all the City, down to Leadenhall ! 
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Go where we will, along the gaping town, 

We ſee the world, in truth, turn'd upſide down. 

Not a mere picture, . a Chriſtmas gambol, 

(Tho' done to make amongſt ſome boys a ſcramble 7 — 
A real mala-fide change of things, 

From the laſt ſervant—to the laſt of kings. 

Of wands _ read of old, by magic (kill, 
3 chang'd all things elſe at will; 
Our modern Miniſters of darkneſs, 8 ! 


Thoſe wands themſelves, and all that hold them, change. 


Alike by ſecret influence each proceeds, 


Our art's the ſame—more wond'rous are our deeds. 


We've ſeen, at mighty labour and expence, 


A Temple rais'd by ſecret influence; 


Admir'd by Kings—if not erected too 


(Kings have ere now been archite&s, we know) ; 
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A Lordly Temple, prop'd. by many a Dr, 


That thoſe who bow'd to, bow'd to but from fear, 


As Indians altars to the devil rear. 

So rais'd this Temple—ſo had been upheld, 5 
But that it ſoon was by a Sampſon fell'd; 8 

A Sampſon, who, at Liberty's loud call, 
Deſtroy'd that Temple, workmen, work and all, 
Though he himſelf lay buried in the fall j=== 
That Temple, which laborious years employ'd, 
The day 'twas finiſh'd, was that day deſtroy'd ; 
Though here and there a ien ar it "Wo 4 
A monument of mis'ry in the land 


One ſtately pillar ſtands by its own ſtrength, 


Though yet unfallen, it muſt fall at length, 


In ſpite of all the architect is doing, 


To raiſe the rubbiſh and to prop the ruin. 


Some, 
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Some, that miſtook its nature and its name, 
Have call d this upſtart ſhrine, © The Temple of Fame ;”* 
Of evil fame it was, whence flew reports 

Abuſing kings. and ſcandalizing courts ; 
Of truths od ds both ſo bad, ſo mixt, 
*T'was hard to tell the difference betwixt. 

If aſk'd, how *tis we know all this is 8 
Secrets will out and Secretaries too: 
Howe'er obſcure the text, the notes explain it 


Words are but wind- Littera ſeripta manet. 


The world from chaos form'd, was Ovid's ſtrain; 
I ſing that world to chaos brought again, 
Chaos is come again.. . This may be wile, 


Out of confuſion order may ariſe ; 


= 368 Ke) 
| | But if it h, that chance were ſtranger ſtill, 
Than any preſent, certain, purpos'd ill. 
Could we but trace---ſome think we can---the hand 
That ſpreads this miſchief o'er an injur'd land, 
Who is there that for vengeance mich not call, 


How high ſoc'er the head on which 'twould fall? 


Of mills that ground old men to young, we're told ; 


We can do more—can turn young men to old ; 
Confounding perſons, Actions, minds, and ages, 
Make W that ſhould be back-ſtair pages. 


To either G—nv—e dignity "INF Il | 
To R—tl—d readineſs, Cm ſenſe, 
Prudence to P-tt, to S—dn—y eloquence. 

Who in theſe days but hath of hundreds heard, 


To whom experience came before their beard ? 


, Grey= 


* 
Grey-beards—nay any beards, are in diſrace. | 
And hairy men to unfledg'd youths. give place, 
The mule of ſtate ungracious urchins ſtride, 
Fathers get down, and let their children ride. 


- Whole troops of boys aſcend their hobby-horſes, 
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As ſtrange, as terrible, as Bayes's forces. 


Lo! P. tt, their leader, A- d— n in his van, 


And in his rear, the Black Prince Prettyman. 

The little army, for the King's review, 

Lay hid at Kmght's-bridge—or juſt by ka : 
Thence ſallying, drove &en veterans from their poſt, 
And triumph'd o'er them—almolt all the froſt. 

The Royal Lion rages—and nftcad 

Of men that led him—by an infant's led. 

Who will not tremble when the beaſt ſhall grin? 


Or truſt an infant's hand to hold him in ? | | 
20s jt 


Bring back the veſſel to the Indies bound, 


Heedleſs their way to try, their depth to ſound. 
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Who will not quake, when forth he puts his paw, ) 
ny” 
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Then ſeize on all, and ſay— Tis Lion's law? _ 1 


Leſt on himſelf the next he ſate his maw, 


Lads in the tempeſt to the helm will ſoar, 


Who might be uſeful, lab'ring at the oar ; 


The unſkill'd cabin-boys the compaſs ſeize, 


And powder- monkeys take us where they pleaſe; 


Lordlings of Admiralty at their beck, 


They rove at large, and rule upon the deck; 
Riſe on the captain, throw out his diſpatches, 


And keep, or ſtrive to keep, him under hatches * 


And drop their anchor—ere they know their ground, 


IIluſtrious 
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„ 
Illuſtrious P- tt! thou firſt of Britiſh boys! 


A wond'rous youth—and wond'rous are thy joys ! 
Sceptres thy playthings are, and ſeals FA toys. 
Maces, white wands, black ſticks, and ſoldiers truncheons, 
Beguile thy breakfaſts, lengthen out thy luncheons : 
For gingerbread, in ſpight of every trick, 

You've parliament —_ to make you ck. 

Keys tied in ribbons ſhall compoſe thy rattle ; 
Senates ſhall liſten to thy prittle-prattle: 

Yea, ſtars and garters ſhall thine orders wait, 
William the Second Conqueror of the ſtate! 

Nay, &'en of Georges ſhalt thou make thy ſport, 
Make jeſts of courtiers, and a joke of courts; 

Now ſee with joy, what late you ſaw with fear, 


Staves at thy finger-ends—rods in thy rear; 
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) 
Not as of late, within ſome pedant's reach, 
To rap thy knucklcs, or to whip thy breech ; 
Others from you ſhall now the rod receive, 
To Ls now the bloody hand you give. 
May no rude Cromwell interrupt thy play, 
Cry, «© Take hoſe baubles from the child away.” 
SRL daily miracle thine ear regales ; 
Gazettes, turn'd ſtory-books, ſhall tell thy tales. 
Wonders, to all but you, ſhall thence ariſe ; 
(Nothing's a wonder in its worker's eyes :) 
Raw-headed youths—men with no brains—ſuch things ! 
Dwarfs that kill'd giants—nothing made of kings— 
Till thou thyſelf, grown frantic with falſe 15 
Shall ſeem a David killing a Goliah ; — 
Shall ſee a wind-mill—fall in getting up it; 


Or think thyſelf Don Quixote with a puppet. 


— 


Pratt, 


| ("39 I 
Pratt, Elliot, Apfley, Wilberforce, and Banks, 


Shall be thy playmates, and partake thy pranks ; 

While here and there an older courtier helps, 

As ſtaunch old bounds to guide the wild young whelps ; 

| Shew ſuch fantaſtic tricks before high Heav'n, 

Should make them never hope to be forgiv'n. 

Ingenuous, open lie aſſiſts, | TS 
And ſportive Thurlow clenches both his fiſts, 

Striving to laugh, wen inward all the while, 

Only grins horrible a ghaſtly ſmile ; 


Like black Othello curſing his wife's flip, - 


Rolls his big eyes, and gnaws his nether lip; 
The fatal ſigns, to thoſe who know him well, | 
Of deeds 3 and thoughts as thick as hell. 
At the congenial call, kindred command, | 


Nugent leaps up, and ſhakes his quiv'ring hand, | R| 
Joins | 
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Joins the loud laugh, partakes the boyiſh burſt, 


And his laſt childhood's noiſier than his firſt. 
The grateful, conſtant Robin ſon leaves North, 


Too modeſt Robinſon, to own his worth, 


He, like a baſhful bride, comes ſneaking forth. 
(For this ſhalt thou thy /ofer-father leave, 
And to a new and younger maſter cleave ; 

Falſe to your former mate, to this prove true, 


For ſhould ye quarrel, ſhould divorce enſue, 


You've brought upon yourſelf ſuch endleſs ſhame, 
You ſhall in vain return from whence you cane; 
Shall meet 15 mercy, where you ſhew'd Ea grace, 
Not the firſt door that's ſhut againſt your face.) 
Nor comes alone—but others wo wud bring, 


To countenance him in a wicked thing, 


And, 


4 
And, what's more ſtrange, a * thing, in one 


Who hath more wicked things than fooliſh done. 
Sydney with coolneſs came into the folly ; 

The only thing he ever yet did coolly + 

Sydney ſhew'd ſigns of ſenſe, ſaw danger in't; 
viking from Townſhend's errors took a hint. 

He lately play'd a trick like this before, 

And would, it ſeems, have rather play'd no more; 
ill in perſuaſive and familiar ſtrain, 

Pitt 7d „Come, Tommy, let us try again.“ 
The ſober Gower—Carmarthen—(On my life, 
68 had a mighty pretty wife.) 
Facetious Selwyn quickly came in to't, 
(George always ready when a joke's on foot) 


Mahon jump'd. up, and cry'd, . I'll do't, F'll.do't l“ 
| | "A 
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*« A fury in his words J underſtood. 


But not his words - they might be very good ; 
To me they ſeem d but. ſo much noiſy traſſ— 


Mahon, Why ſpeak ſo ſtartingly and raſh ?” 


Not all the int had-brib'4 him to the party; 


Conſidering he's not paid —he's pretty hearty. 

So loud he . ſo Qicill:; ſo hoarſe his throat . | 
Wrapt in his virtue, and his brown ſurtout, 

With nothing great about him—but his coat, 

So ill it fits, ſo furious he, and thin, 85 
He look'd the aſs dreſs'd in the lion's ſkin; | 


If ought he look'd more like, twas Death and Sin. | 5 


Howe, if not lively, grows leſs grave by half, 


And laugh'd---at leaſt, as near as Howe can laugh. 


Mulgrave ſeem'd ſolemnly to feel the fun 


Dorſet Hod up—a thing he's rarely done 


Rich- 


"LW 2 


Richmond, too, did the ſame—like him, his Grace 


Is little us'd to look men . the face. 

Then what a troop—a lumber- troop, came on, 
Saliſbury, Chandos, Carteret, Clarendon— | 
Bed-chamber Lords, good men and true — ſave one. 
A nat'ral proceſs, no one will deny, 
From the bed- chamber to the nurſery. 

Hurd, Moore, and Barrington, in chorus join'd, 

« The King i'the _ and I not there? We find 
They heard the King was there,—or they divin'd. 


Cornwallis, Rawdon, Hardwicke, I revere, 


And only with I had not ſeen them here. 
Rutland ſhall ſpeak, or try to ſpeak, once more, 
Who ſpoke, or tried to ſpeak, once long before : 


D 5 Ty When 


2322 bh * 


( 18 Tz 
Whes, ſpite of lůs pr pf d addrefs;® came; to 
% Inexplicable motion, and dumb ſhew.“ 
His tongue eleav'd to his robf=Bis lips grew gutnmy,. | 


He roſe, he ſunk and ſo they call him Dummy. 


Camden and Bathurſt, looking gravely on, 


Each ſees the wonders. of his hopeful ſon ; 
At diſtance only ſees, tet Mears 
Too wiſe to follow all Hei children's feats. 95 
But where is Shelburne, with his ſmooth effront'ry *? 
Seiz'd with a fit of fondiieſs for the country ! 
Por honours loft, does qyict gain'd content you ? 
You would have peace, ad y have peace in plenty: 
Get FREY on fair terms if you can . if not, 
Get peace at any rate, repoſe and rot. 
Otium 


* See his motion for an addreſs. fournals of the Houſe of Commons. 
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Otium cum dignitate tis you want, 


Want in both ſenſes, would have it, and can't. 
Believe me, Shelburne, tis inglorious eaſe, 
Indeed you always were too fond of peace. 
Some men of gold, but more, far more, of braſs, 
For one rich Lowther, a a bold Dundas ; 
All men of metal---more or leſs all baſe. 

I beg their pardons, if I've left out any, 

And wonder I've remember'd half ſo many 

If Maitland, Baſſet, Clive, N came, 
PRE none will ſay that Robinſon's to blame.— 
So have I ſeen an infant Dauphin ſport, 

With all the mimick mock'ry of a court; 

His play-mates from the nobleſt youths in France, 
At a child's ball conduct the little 3 - 


D 3 
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While older courtiers crook the fervite knee, 
Partake the paſting, and promote the glee ; 
Well pleas'd their prudent folly to expoſe, 

At coſt of broken ſhin or bloody noſe: 

Gravely commence the clown, the fool, the butt, 
To pleaſe the young ones, clumſy capers cut, 


Gulliver Harlequins in Lilliput. 


How ſhall I tell, in this imperfect lay, 
8 The various frolicks of the feſtive day, 
When Ind ee men like thoſeobey? | 
Now, you PEER the fable of the aſs— 

You up, they down, along the Park you paſs ; 
In vain the ſtubborn beaſt you ftrive to guide, 


& Sirrahs, get down and let your elders ride,” E 


(„ 

Then ſome feel pity for the poor dull beaſt. 

| Go on, my boys, nor heed tele farther call, 

But have a care he does not throw you all. 

A reſtive animal, he's full of tricks, 

When leaſt you think it, frets, | = back, and kicks. 
Now cut for king and queen a twelſth-night freak, 
And keep your upſtart bse the week. 
Together ſhall ye 15 your /ittle powers, 

To ſoothe a ſovereign's ſolitary hours ; 

In ſpite of ſenfe, in ſpite of reaſon, try 

To make him think he has a miniſtry ; 

Till he lament the frailty of a throne, 

And weeping human weakneſs, feel his own. 
Like Xerxes, on his fav'rite men, ſhall caſt 


A look, and cry—that none of them can laſt, 
Ts | "Till 
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Till ere the moon one ſingle courſe revolve, 


In tears the mighty monarch ſhall diſſolve. 

'To pleaſe him wt, you place before his eyes, 

A cabinet of curioſities 2 

The rareſt, and that coſt a country moſt, 

Of all the cabinets the world can boaſt. 

A wondrous work —a modern maſter-picce, | 

Unknown in- all the 1 of Rome and Greece; 

Beats Katterfelto, ſpite of all his puffers, 5 
Eclipfes Pinchbeck's royal patent ſauffers ; 

Graham outdoes, tho't has no Tem ple, true, 


et it was meant to have a Temple too. 


"Tis moſt, methinks, like Lever's, or my ſatyr, 


Thought to be of a periſhable nature. 


Ye 
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Ye have prepar'd a play, a bran new thing, 


© There is a play to-night, before the king.” 


„What do you call the play? King Charles the Firſt > 


( A king of England—ſome think not the worſt ;þ 


«© Unleſs by unforeſeen events prevented, 
Should any aſk what matter fills the ſcenes, 


& *Tis michin—Pmnhico, and miſchief means: 


«© One ſcene of it comes home to theſe times pat 


66 A knaviſh Piece of work—but what of that ? 
FTphe fool's cap only Joth reflect on fools, 

66 Vour Majeſty and we, that have free ſouls, 

| «© It hurts not us, our withers are unwrung, 

«« Let the gall'd jade go wince we are not ſtung.” 


Next, at the Royal Circus of the day, 


What 
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What more they will enact to pleaſe the town, He, 


May ſoon, by going to the Houſe; be known, DS. 


With proper notice; who each 'part”tis fills T 


Will be expreſt ſoon in the c II. 


The laſt time certainly theſe ſervaits play: 


They poſitively can no longer ſtay, y. 


The Houſe for that night only'open,—notice, 


Abonnement fuſpendu, hereby know. tis— 15 
Vale, Rex et Regina vivant=wvotrs. di 


For the convemence: of the public merely. 


The gallery will be open'd very early. . 1 31 


No orders, as in t'other Houſe, admitted; OD 


None, as of late, as * curtain ſeated 9 


All by his Majeſty's own ſervants, a 5:1 


Neta n his MAJESTY's COMMAN D: ; 
What 
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5 What is the ſtate of England all this time: 


| 5 2 I anſwer, in one ee e e 1 f 2 
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. No 5 but a deal of incident; * ; "45-1 

C * fallows' ſcene, change follows change ſo faſt, 


We hardly can remember which was laſt: 


The Dramatis Perſonæ ſcarce arrang'd, - 


All is confounded firſt, then. all is chavg'd. 


For bus'neſs while we look in vain from each, 


— 


No one gets farther than an empty ſpeeen. 


In each, two parties form'd, the old and young, 


Now the young party, now the old are flung. 


| | 
Nothing does either party think about, . 
| 85 | | 


But how to drive the other party out. a | 


* 
1 
* 


Thoſe, that were out the laſt, come in the firſt; oF 


Thoſe, that came beſt off late, now come off worſt. | | 
:  W- At 
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At length, to prove the preſent likeneſs greater, 


The young folks of the ald ones get the better. 
66 Though ſuch things to the many paſtime give, 
Cannot but make the ev judicious grieve. 4] 

% Ceaſe, leſt another King, as once, ſhould ſay, - 
e (But for a better cauſe) *< Give o'er the play;“ 
For while it laſts, my fearful thoughts forbode, 

6e Tt is not, — nor it cannot P97 gc ” So 

All who the miſchief of their ſport diſcover, 10 2 
Muſt with the childrens' holidays were over N 
Muſt long to ſee them back again at ſchool, a 
Submit to ſerve, before they aim to rule. 7 
| Mankind and Boy-kind let this leſſon reach! 
Follow ere lead, and learn before you teach. 
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Know, 
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Know, P—tt, ſpite of thy words and deeds of late, 


This ſalutary maxim in the ſtate, 


None are ſupreme before ſubordinate. 


Return for this to Weſtminſter again, 


Thou and thy little Gooſe-tree bretheren— 


And be good boys, that you may grow great men. 


WESTMINSTER, 
NEW YEAR'S DAY, 


1784. 


N e E ND. 


* — 
E A WY h 


Mc ? 4 . | 8 . , 5 * # * 0 g „* 2 * .. : — 2 * | 4 * F s 2 * * . » » | © 
1954 20 * = a 2 . 1:3 «Dd 0...) Fa” 4 4 * A . , N 
i 4% = 45 4 LEON 


£ N P. * 
8 2 V * 
FE I. 4 * B * | = 


= o * * . *. n 


2 E $ 


1 74 2 * ? 2 1 k © . 
336-1 $43, C4 mae VislUmt . 1 Ke 


8 1 8 3. . | 3 
ed £5.01} 018 ee 
1 4 TEE 35 88 ; : f ; S 6X 4 
* * 
: 7 12 13 TY : 
4 N 414 1 \ Cz $1433 10 6.418 X 
x : A E, 89 ; 


- * ? 8 

* * „ 7 

25 — 17 1 .w EOTIS SIC £33 
0 2 * 1 2 8 


3 2 : 


- Fj L 
* 


3 bus ? 1 


* 
3 „ 


een e WO ee e e ugh tg 2d hs A Ii 


| F. 
85 85 5 b 1 1\ : N + x 0 15 33 | PERS, * e n 2 *. x +: * 
JJ ATI Tra 


. 1 74 * e 4 L N 5 ; : 
\ *%p * E.G . : So s "> ; ? 
9 64 2 88 F $7 » S.. 2 1 32 1 [#4 
. 9 3 , . 1 * 1 * ; 4 A 
8 . x 1 r : Y 0 5 . Py 1 A | 
ö % £ — ; 
7 / _ . * * . 4 


* 
8 
5 F * F 
** 2 . 6% N * "4 We * 4 
" x * 


* Y * + : 


> 


a 
on 


— 


* — * 


